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with the appointment of Mr. Wirt1 and Mr. Calhoun,2
they will be most agreeable additions to our society. Tell
Mary Ann that the house of Mr. Brent, opposite to us is
occupied by Mr. Walsh and Mr. Corea; I promise my-
self some pleasure from these new neighbors. . .

TO MISS ANNA MARIA SMITH

Sunday, between churches, 12 Novr.    [1818]
.    .    .    .    Yesterday for instance, before I had com-
pleted my house hold arrangements, I was called to Dr.
Smith, the herb doctor, or as he calls himself, "The
Professor in the University of Nature."    He brought
his Mariner's needle, in which he believes he has made
an improvement, founded on a discovery of his own, that
will establish his fame and his fortune.    He had just
come from the President's who had received him most
graciously and promised to mention him in his report to
Congress.    His improvement has been already adopted
in our Navy and is highly approved of.    The design is,
to counteract the variations of the needle, a thing that has
puzzled Philosophers and Mariners, ever since the first
discovery of the magnet.    He does not pretend to have
discovered the cause of this variation, that mystery is
still unsolved, but to control or to counteract its effects.
To have heard him talking to me, you would have sup-
posed I was a mathemetician.    I repeatedly assured him
of my ignorance, of my utter deficiency in scientific
knowledge, and he as repeatedly argued that I was a lady
of most philosophical mind and he felt certain, that I
could explain his views to others (and he wished them
made known) much better than he could.    (Poor man
he is certainly deficient in language, for although nature
1 As Attorney General                             2 As Secretary of War.ps in consequence.he killed a powerful
